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~ The Early Word ~ 
New Zealand 

 

Ordinary days events here with our focus also on the many NZ entrants at Flemington. R2 Sterling Prince distance the query and non winner. 
Hoorang will be running on suited to the extra distance. Six O’Clock News threat on this course/distance keeps getting the visitors draw, value.  

R5 Sir Slick nope, Mandela big threat at odds, is classy enough to test these. R6 Monaco Consul  did nothing spectacular here, wins in Sydney 

in the mud & now 2nd fav for the Derby, hmmmm. Our Heir Apparent excellent value runner, poised for a great run, R9 Occidentalis I am 

warming to him at these odds, mega hope. Six O’Clock News, Mandela, Our Heir Apparent, and Occidentalis are all good E/W selections. 
 

Our best bet for today is Awapuni Race 2 No 7 Wall Street. As close as you can get to a certainty in NZ racing is Wall Street today. He has 
been delicately handled and comes into this race having won 4 of his last 5 races. Bulginbaah looks his only serious threat but the 61kg impost 

should pose too much for him. Scr from a later 1600mtr event in preference for this where he would have won also, the only thing that can undo 

Wall Street today is the conditions but class should see him victorious.  Our rated price is 1.5 Expected price 1.8  
 

Our  Next best bet for today is Te Awamutu Race 7 No 1 The Chunkster. Relocated Adelaide horse who is set for a big first up run here. Has 

an outstanding first up record and Win strike rate, she does carry a massive 59.5kg but with her major competitors also carrying big weights I see 
that presenting no problems. Raid appears her most serious threat and with them both being On Pacers it might be torrid early, 1150mtr on this 
biased front runner course with a tiny straight will be perfectly suited for The Chunkster who trialled well recently, 

Our rated price is 4.5. Expected price 6.0 

  
 

Adelaide  
 

The Banker                                                         BEST BET 
Race  3 # 1 Oakbank Rise 
Rated: 2.7 
Expected: 3.5  
 
Resuming. Showed good speed to lead throughout and win easily by 
2.5L at debut. Admittedly didn’t beat much but it was comprehensive 

enough to suggest this bloke had a future. Followed that up with a 
super runner-up beaten just 1.3L behind the talented 'Broken'(has run 
a couple of placings behind the very smart Avenue and Definitely 

Ready at past two runs in recent weeks).Should jump, lead and give 
supporters a huge sight. 

Looks a great bet at 2.7 or better (has opened 3.5 with IAS). 
Dangers are Wanaka Gold (4) 4.5 and Republique (2) 5.5 

For the more adventurous take an all-up with Morgan Dollar in Race 

6 if you can secure 2.4 or better. 
 

The Value                                                           E/W BET 
Race  7 # 4 Regansburg 
Rated: 4.0 
Expected: 6.0 
 
Seven year old gelding who has now strung together three very good 

runs. Returned to form winning at big odds three starts back before 
backing that up with an outstanding fourth beaten just 1.6L behind the 

very classy Moment In Time (has since gone on to win the Murray 
Bridge Cup before charging home late when just failing the grab Lady 

Lynette in G3 company at Moonee Valley). Again worked home well 
when fourth last start beaten just 1.8L behind Kayeema Jay in a leader 
dominated race.  Obviously a lack of pace is a bit concerning with just 

two front runners engaged (Jeunealistic and Coco Command) so we 
will be banking on Matthew Nielson to use all of his discretion. 

Is the definite value in the race and rates a good bet at 4.0 or better 
(has opened up 6.5). 
Okuma (also a backmarker) is the huge danger and is the narrow top 
pick rated at 3.6 however has opened up far too short at 2.6. 

Only other chances are Coco Command (3) 4.5 and Jeunealistic (1) 

7.0. 
 
Lacey Underall                                    2008 Adelaide Cup Winner 
 

 

Brisbane  
 

The Banker                                                         BEST BET 
Race  6 # 4  Ghetto Blaster 
Rated: 3.0 
Expected: 3.6 
 
I found it to be quite a tough day at Doobmen.  Ghetto Blaster 

comes into this first up from a lengthy spell.  He has an 
impeccable record in general with eight wins from only the 14 
starts.   

 

He boasts four wins from five first-up attempts and certainly 
has the class to be winning this today. 
 
 

 
 

The Value                                                           E/W BET     
Race  2 # 11 Terqualo 
Rated: 8.0 
Expected: 12.0 
 

Naturally a big rise in grade here but I wouldn't be shocked to 
see the gelding fighting the finish out.  He looked good in 
winning last start and is well worth a ticket each-way around 

the 10/1 mark with natural improvement.  In this, I will also be 
laying Emma's Heart and will be having something also on 

Rokatoko drawn perfectly in one and with Colless in the 
saddle. 

 

 
 
 
 
Viewed                                               2008 Brisbane Cup Winner 
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Melbourne  
 

The Banker                                                         BEST BET 
Race  5 # 2 Racing to Win and 5  Scenic Shot 
Rated:  6.5 and 7.0                      
Expected: 15.0 and 8.5 
Apart from the pronounced favourite (Rangirangdoo) we have a very wide 

MacKinnon this year. Think Rangirangdoo obviously deserves favouritism but 
is going to be 'unders' in this. Was simply devastating smashing the Moonee 

Valley 1600m track record last week but our concern is, can he repeat that 
career high rating in just seven days?  That on top of first try over the 2000m at 
WFA, maybe and just maybe he might be a little flat. So instead we have going 

in the search of some value instead. Racing To Win this is the best value bet of 
the day. Simply can’t believe he has come up at 17.0. We are talking about one 
of the best WFA horses in the country. Was simply brilliant winning three 

starts back defeating subsequent Epsom winner (Rock Kingdom). Failed at his 
next start which market assessors have over-reacted too. Thought his run 

wasn’t that bad when beaten just 3.2L behind Allez Wonder in the Toorak Hcp 
in a very on paced bias race. The 2000m is right up his alley now and he has 
been specifically set for this race. Obviously very keen, and doubly so now 

with the 17.0 on offer. Rates a good bet at 6.5 or better. Scenic Shot this blokes 
last two runs; both in G1 company has been outstanding. Ran an outstanding 

third beaten just a length behind Efficient two starts back before again battling 
on strongly when fifth beaten 3.75L behind So You Think in last weeks Cox 
Plate. Is sure to be thereabouts again and does represent overs at the early odds 

available. A definite must include and rates a good bet at 7.0. Suggest you 
dutch these two selection with maybe a small bias favouring Racing To Win. 

  

The Value                                                           E/W BET 
Race  9 # 4 Largo Lad,  3  Chasm 
Rated: 6.0   and      8.0 
Expected: 12.0   and  17.0 
Tough race with a host of different chances so we are looking outside of the 
square and going with two great each way bets that are more than double 

overlay plays according to our markets. Reasons for attacking this race is that 
we are keen to oppose the likely favourite (McClintock) at his current quote 
between 4.5 - 5.0. Largo Lad flies first-up (4-2-1-0). Beat Road To Rock when 

resuming last preparation here at Flemington. Is sure to be hitting the line 
strongly and again at the 13.0 currently available he represents great each way 
value. Rates a good bet at 6.0 or better. 

Chasm, simply can’t believe this bloke has come up 26.0. Backmarker who got 
too far back in the Toorak (only moderate tempo) before running on strongly 

late beaten just 3.8L behind Allez Wonder. Race just wasn’t run to suit and 
anything that got back had simply no chance. Ran the 2nd quickest final 400m 
(Black Piranha ran the quickest). Had excuses at two previous runs after 

running enormous first-up when placed third beaten a length behind Swift 
Alliance. Is a huge chance and just must be backed at the current price. Rates a 
good bet at 8.0 or better.  Again suggest you dutch these two selections. 

 
Efficient                                           2007 Melbourne Cup Winner 

 

Sydney  
 

The Value                                                           E/W BET 
Race  7 # 3 Handsupfordetroit 
Rated: 7.0  
Expected: 16.0 
 

Really have a few question marks next to those at the top of the 

betting in this.  For that reason we have gone in the search of some 

value and narrowed it down to two selections, (Handsupfordetroit and 
Dealers).  This is basically 'D' day for Handsupfordetroit this 

preparation. Think Stable would of been thinking about some of the 
bigger Spring races in Melbourne at the start of his campaign after 

promising so much when last in work. Really only has to repeat first-
up run to be a huge chance in this. Carries just 55.5kg here after the 

claim and this is a definite drop in grade from previous efforts. 

Obviously has a few question marks hovering over him but if he can 
return to somewhere near his best then he is the definite class runner 

of the field. At the current 17.0 being offered we are definitely 
prepared to find out. Rates a good bet at 7.0 or better. 

As mentioned earlier Dealers (7) 8.0 is a must include, especially at 
the current 16.0 on offer and we suggest you dutch both runners for a 
tidy return. 
 

The Value                                                           E/W BET 
Race  8 # 17 El Cairo 
Rated: 7.0 
Expected: 12.0 
 
Scratchings have given this extremely well bred bloke a start and 

appeals as a real knockout hope here. From the leading Chris Waller 
Stable who looks to have finally found the key to this bloke judging by 

the way he has returned to racing this campaign.  Backmarker who 

has turned in two real eye-catchers hitting the line strongly on both 
occasions. Appears to be a genuine tempo here which will suit ideally. 

Has opened up at 16.0 which is simply ridiculous odds. 
Rates a good bet at 7.0 or better. 

Brilliant Light (12) is the big danger with Supernova (8) and Admirals 
Honour (10) also both solid chances at double figure odds. 

  
 
No Wine No Song                                  2008 Sydney Cup Winner 

 

~ The “Get Out” Stakes ~ 
Western Australia 

A poor meeting to start off with, with the first 4 events all being restricted class events. Things pick up after that with 2 listed and the main event, 

the group 3 Asian Beau Stakes. The meeting rounds off with a terrific little open sprint featuring some of the state’s best short course specialists. 

The latter half of the card looks to be dominated by fancied runners, with the winners in those events surely coming from the top 2 or 3 in the 
betting. 

MA CHIENNE (R3#4) – talented mare who looks nicely placed here, in an event that appears thin on realistic winning chances. Looked a 
moral beaten last start when she got a mile out of her ground early, then was blocked for clear running in the straight until well inside the 150m 

mark. Hit the line hard when clear and was only a half a length adrift back in 3rd place. Steps up 300m to the 1800m today but has been placed at 

2000m, when narrowly beaten in the Belmont Oaks in June 08. Has got nice career winning strike rate of 39%, having won 7 times and placed 

9, out of 17 starts, being only out of a place twice. Will take no end of holding out here with clear sailing.  Rated Price: 2.8   Expected Price: 3.0 

GRAND NIRVANA (R7#1) – top flight performer who ran well below expectations when racing first up at this track 14 days ago when 

unplaced behind Megatic. He’s expected to bounce back strongly here, in what looks a slightly easier task. Swept all before him in an 
abbreviated 3 run winter campaign at Belmont, winning all 3 runs, one at group 3 level and the other two at listed level, twice beating Idyllic 
Prince who has been in outstanding form of late. Racing second up today, but has strong figures of 2 wins at a placing from 3 runs when 
performing at this stage in the past. Should be in front of early favourite Colour Correct, who has drawn wide when they turn, and is talented 

enough to hold that advantage here.  Rated Price: 4.00  Expected Price: 4.8 
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